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Only skilled candidates who know how to communicate find jobs!

Værd at bemærke



GRØN DYST

What the jury evaluates on: 

• Is the project well-structured and clearly communicated?

• Is the project technology useful and realization probable? 

• To what extent is the project visionary and/or innovative? 

• To what extent is the project's positive environmental and energy 
impact probable? 
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...including: 8 poster mistakes you should 
AVOID!



Purpose



1. A summary in a format that is 
easily and widely accessible

2. Reach a large audience

3. Allow many people to report 
findings in a single session

4. Allow people with similar 
interests to meet and discuss 
detailed topics or ideas

WHY USE POSTERS?



Purpose

– On the surface:
• To inform
• To communicate findings and ideas to peer
• Network

– Beneath the surface:  
• To persuade, influence, compeed



Focused Focused on a single message.

Graphic
Lets graphs and images tell the story; uses 
text sparingly.

Ordered
Keeps the sequence well-ordered and 
obvious.

An efficient poster is: 
Focused, Graphic & Ordered



It must talk to the audience

Consider:

– Who is your audience?

– What is your key message?

– What content do you need to target and persuade them?

– What design elements will work best for your purpose?



Avoid..



Unclear message

Mistake  1



Do not expect that the audience 
will try to GUESS your message!



Ask yourself :what is my message? 
! 1 sentence



Not adressing your target
audience!

Mistake 2



Select your 
target audience!



• Who are you talking to? 

• Peers?
• Specialists?
• Costumers?
• Investors?
• Other?



Don’t rely on everyone
understanding your message!

Make it targeted!



Content



Foto af ideal poster



Foto af ideal poster

Abstract

Title

Authors 
Method Results

Conclusion

Sources

Intro

= Basic content components in any posters



• Måske indsæt Den med krainet





Content
• Typical components of a poster:

– Title
– Author(s) - names & affiliations
– Abstract or Summary - approach & main findings
– Introduction
– Materials & Methods - describing experimental or field 

research, background theory or historical overview
– Results - key findings
– Conclusions
– Acknowledgements, References & Sources





Focus your content

– What is the one main point you want to make?

– Use a statement, diagram or image that will grab your 
audience’s attention

– Make it clear what your topic or theme is from a 
distance of 2 - 3 meters

• In most situations, your audience will have a limited time to view 
posters





Avoid..



Not having an 
ATTRACTIVE title

Mistake 3



Too much information

Mistake          4



Don’t display ALL your 
knowledge and 
information in the 
poster.



Avoid Meaningless data

Support your key message!



Delete everything 
that doesn’t support 
your key message!



“Less is more.”
- Coco Chanel



Transform your 
data into 
someting 
meaningful.

Work on your conclusion! 



Design



How do you want your viewers to read your poster?



Columns, Rows or hybrid?
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Symmetry



Design: Visual
• Overall design

– consider an overall striking design, related to the topic. 

• Colour
– use sparingly to emphasize, make distinct, or connect

information.  
– keep proper contrast between background and text. 

• Fonts
– use large, simple fonts (24pt+) to make text readable from at 

least 2 meters

• White Space
– adequate clear space will direct attention to key elements



Design: Visual 
• Focal point 

– Create focal point by e.g. headline, picture, graph or text

• Guidelines
– Provide guidelines such as arrows from one panel to another, or 

numbering your headings 

• Balance
– Provide a balance of text, graphics, and other visual elements (colour, 

white space, etc.)

– 40% graphics is suggested





Avoid…



Few visual elements!

Mistake          5



Don’t kill your 
public with an 
article in 
postersize.



The result…



Use a ”boxing impact” with 
strong visual elements.



Bad Quality 

Mistake           6



Do NOT use 
pixellated 
pictures!



Do NOT use
tables!



Do NOT use 
diagrams and 
graphs with
”chart junk”!







Do NOT
use Clipart!



Do NOT use comlex signs: 

$*#&§%¤ 

… or complex fonts:

Comic Sans MS
Bradley Bradley Bradley Bradley HandHandHandHand ITCITCITCITC
BlackadderBlackadderBlackadderBlackadder ITCITCITCITC
ALGERIANALGERIANALGERIANALGERIAN
Bauhaus 93…Bauhaus 93…Bauhaus 93…Bauhaus 93…



Mistake           7

Visual vomit



An example of 
visual vomit



Also this one!



And this!



Do not give your audience 
nausea and a headache!

Too much? 
Too messy?

= No Impression!



White space is a good thing.



Attention!

Text alignment?
Line spacing?



Keep things simple 
and ”clean”.





Construction



What software to use?



Power Point
• Ok 
• Easy to use
• A little inflexible
• You will find templates on the DTU-portal



Adobe Illustrator or Indesign

• Excellent tool
• More difficult to learn
• Costs a lot, but 30 day free trial
• Other/Freeware? 
• You will find templates on the DTU-portal



Templates

• DTU templates for PowerPoint & Indesign on the DTU-portal:





Guides
• There are printed folders in Danish & English on the DTU web portal: 

Link til dansk version: http://portalen.dtu.dk/Institutter/DTU_Space/~/media/DRC/Kommunikation/Vejledninger/Den_effektive_videnskabsplakat.ashx

Link for English version: http://portalen.dtu.dk/Institutter/DTU_Space/~/media/DRC/Kommunikation/Vejledninger/MakingEffectiveScientificPosters.ashx



Other guides

• Good inspirational stuff on the web:

• http://ww.ncsu.edu/project/posters/CreatePosterOverview.html

• http://www.cns.cornell.edu/documents/ScientificPosters.pdf



Tips



Handouts ?

• Provide a handout for interested visitors?

– Include a summary of your poster
• Title
• Abstract
• Key figures and findings

– Include text, tables and graphics you weren’t able to 
include on your poster

– Include your contact details
• Name, address, phone, e-mail, etc.



• Arrive early
• Bring tools needed (e.g. tape, pencil, pointer?)
• Have handouts ready
• Practice your oral stuff
• Dress appropiately
• Show positive energy ☺

At the venue



Avoid..



Mistake          8

Lack of preparation



Most posters are 
bad because 
there's been too 
little time spent 
to make them. 
Period.



• Preparation
• Production
• Practice
• Presentation

Remeber the 4 P´s

Takes time!



No time? 





Summary



Summary
• Consider:

– What is your key message? 

– Who is your audience?

– What content do you need to target and persuade them?

– What design elements will work best for your purpose?

– How are you going to construct it and get it printed?

– What do you need on the day of the presentation?



Planning Before starting work on your poster, consider message, 
space, budget, format (single sheet or multi-panel), and 
deadlines.

Focus Stay focused on your message and keep it simple. Create a 
mock-up and dispense with unneeded details.

Layout Use a clearly defined visual grammar to move readers 
through your poster. E.g. DTU-templates

Headings Use headings to orient readers and convey major points.

Graphics Clear graphics should dominate your poster.

Text Text should be minimized in favor of graphics, and large 
where used.

Colors Colors can make a poster attractive and improve readability, 
but be cautious.

Editing Edit ruthlessly to reduce the amount of text and focus on a 
results-oriented message.

Software There are many packages you can use to create your poster.

Checklist:



Questions?



For more information:

Thomas Scott Lund
www.Quercus-Group.com
thomas@quercus-group.com

Thank you!


